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Introduction

This reporthas been producedto provide asummary of thework and activitiecarried out
as part of theMansion House (Site 4) archaeological excavatsrpart of the Aden Country
Park Restoravn & Redevelopment and the associated Aden Archaeology Prdjaese
projects have been made possibgth funding suppor from the Historic Enironment
Scotland (HES) Archaegkcal Grant,the National Lottery Heritage Fun@NLHF Parks for
People programmge Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Servécel in-kind volunteer
support from theFriends of AdeiCountry Park groupnd additional volunteers

The archaeological dig of th&ansion Housesite is being led bythe experienced
archaeologistAli Cameron of &neron ArchaeologyAli has led on nugrouscommunity
based archaeologicalexcavatiors within Aden Country Parkand as the commissioned
archaeologisthas extensive knowledge of Ad&historicenvironment.

Archaeologicalnvedigations(29th April to 12th May2019

The one archaeologichsite which we will focus on in this reports at the MansionHouse
(Site 4) located at the following National Grid Refence pointillustrated below, in the
parish ofOld Deer anat 40-55m OD

Archaeological Site National Grid Reference

Mansion HousdSite4) NJ 98033 47833
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Aden Archaeology Project Sitedations(Cantains Ordnance Survey
data © Crown copyright andataba® right 2019)



Site4 ¢ MansionHouse

Background toResearb Aims

The Mansion Houses an extremely popularuined buildng in Aden Country &k The
recent geophysicalusvey (Ros&eophysical Consultants) around the ruin and ground radar
within it, proved extremely populawith visitorsbut this buildinghas neve been studied

and is poorly interpreted. The old interpretation board is out of date and is not based on
archaeologicalvork.

Trenches planned for around and inside the building, a standing building survey and
historical research planned will Igelto renterpret this building. The exterior resistance
survey suggests that there is another building adjacent, possibly aerdavlise which may

have been the replacement for the Tower House (Site 3) and then the Mansion House was
built replacing it. Te geoplysical survey revealed garden features which will be
investigated. A research excavation over several seasons wouldtdeigerpret the
building and its associated gardens and landscape. Geophysical survey suggests that
features may be well pserved elow ground and the possibility of a large number of
associated finds is great. This will be important for post excavatalysis which will train
volunteers and for future exhibitions about the site.
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In the light of the excavation, research, and evaluation carried out by Murray Archaeological
Services Ltd (2. Adéfiouse- Excavation (2 15 July 2015)) and geophysical surbgyRose
Geophysical Consultants (7. Aden (HLG@ophysical Suey (20¢ 25 March 2017)), this aim

will be addressed with a programme of targeted trenches inside and around building over a
three-yearperiod, to maximise the research, volunteer and pubhgagement. The exterior
resistance survey suggests that thereuother building adjacent, possibly an earlier house

which may have been the replacement for the Tower House (Site 3) and lieelansion

House was built replacing it. Trenches are degigtee both locate the site of the other

building, along with garderfeatured = | Yy R -0 WHAIK @y Ri KS NBadzZ Ga 2
excavation evaluation and geophysical survey.

Aim 2¢Understandthe 4 6§ SQ& | NOKI S2f 23A0Ff O2y RA
This aim will be achieved with an assessment of the samples as defined and recovered in
Aim 1, using apropriate archaeological techniques to establish preservation and
significance.

Aim 3¢ Making recommendations, analysipublication andinterpretation

This aim will require all data from Aims 1 and 2 to be collated, with an integrated andlysis o
the archaeological resource at Aden Country Park, making recordatems to conserve,
enhance manage maintainand interpret the historic significance of thesite. Indeed, once
post excavation has been cqhete at this andthe other archaedogicd sites, we wil use

the findingsto help deelop an historic environment timeline which will be used to develop
interpretation on a ne&v Aden Country Park visite, mcrosite, smartphone appsignage,
leaflet, interpretationcentre, and heritage trail.



Background Research Historical Images

Prior to theplanned archaeological dig at the Mansion House (Site 4) background research
was caried out and the following images athe Mansiomn Housewere discovered The
photographsand postcardsshown show signs of the garden design anidinal structure of

the Mansion House.

Aden, West Front and Terrace
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A first edition Qdnance Qurvey map also showthe garden featureswhich we hope to
discover through the archaeological dig.
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First Edition (jS map showing garden layout (copyrright National Library of Scotland)
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Interpretationboard within AderMansionHouse showing room names



GeophysidResistivityQurvey Results

Using thegeophysicgesistivity surveycarried outby Rose Geophysical Consultarts a
guide the simplified map shows the positions of the proposed trenchiesbe carried out
during thetwo week dig.

Proposed trenches 2019

Ad e N H O u S e - _'.:‘ Possible Archaeology

High Resistance

High Resistance Trend

el Low Resistance

Low Resistance Trend

Interpretation of resistivity survey resultRose Geophysical Consultantitsh proposed
trenches



Marketing & Promotion ¢ Before Excavation
In advanceof the archaeologicaéxcavation a variety oftechniques vere adopted tohelp
promote volunteering opportunities througkocialmedia, press releaseposters andliers.

Cameron Archaeology @AliTheArchaeol - Apr 28 v
D * : tl P k ad n * Fingers crossed for good weather this week at Aden Country Park near Mintlaw.
lg lll 2 le al. Tuesday looks like a scorcher for everyone coming to dig @DigltScotland

o @diggermann17 @HistEnvScot @HeritageFundSCO @ CurrentArchaeo
18" to 19" century Mansion House Dig and open day @ArchScot @archaeologyuk
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Open day 11" of May- Free to attend

aden Aden Country Park
Published by Justine Tou

As part of the dig we will be holding Aden history walking tours. These tours are igh 171 3May @

free and will leave from the 2 House at the i times: The Mansion House Dig will continue over the weekend On Sunday the 5th
e of May and Monday the 6th of May there will be Aden History Walking tours
at the Mansion House
the 5™ of M: m
Sunday the 5 of May at 2p If you are interested in joining the tour please send an email to

Monday the 6" of May at 2pm Justinetough96@gmail com

Saturday the 11" of May 10am and 2pm ]) ig ill tl.c l"ll‘k ade n

18" to 19" century Mansion House Dig and open day
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29™ of April to 12" of May 2019
Open day 11" of May- Free to attend

As part of the dig we will be holding Aden history walking tours. These tours are
free and will leave from the Mansion House at the following times:

Signage

Along withthe listed marketing and promotion of the dig andpaptunities to get involved,
boards were also puaround the park to both dirdcand inform visitors of what was being
plannedand when.

DIG IN THE PARK Aden Country Park 2019
29 April-12 May
18th-19th century Mansion House & gardens dig

We have some great images of the Mansion House in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries and the early maps like the First Edition 1860s
map above but is there an earlier house underneath? This dig hopes to find

out. Below is the geophysical survey carried out by Rose Geophysics and Aberdeenshire ' HISTORIC ——— g
we are ir igating the ‘anomalies’ which on this survey. ARCHAEOLOOY SERVCE A ‘ ’EN'RON”W ‘m&f’?ﬁ“ﬂ.?ﬁ‘“" ade_n
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Capuring the ArchaeologicaDig

For the purposes of this repgrand for future evaluation and interpretation, we have
included arange of images tdelp illustrate the lifespan and procesundertaken & the
Mansion House digh Aden County Pak.
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Archaelogical dig bégswith turf removal by Hethec Derek and Justine vIunteering to he
Landscape Services colleagues remove turf in preperation fodig

Turf removed from lggest trench Volunteers aking a well earned brea



Viewfrom the Mansion House onto trench Volunteer discover€oncrete fountain



Work continuesat what is believed to be a tunnel or drdiom the Mansion House






First look inside the possible tunnel or drain
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Smilarly a rn of further renche wert[in to tr anddiscover furthergarde features




Findsfrom Dig

A seletion of finds were discovered throughout the dig, along with the garden fountain and
substantial Mansion House drain, a widariety of finds were discoveredlrhese included
coins, pdtery, glass, tiles, hot water bottle, bullshellsand evidence of the workings of a
big estate houseA selection of images show some of the finds.




Te big trench backfilled



School€Engagment

The excavation took place from 29 Al May 2019 with a total of 15 professional, 115
skilledand 77 unskilled person days (total 20#smn days) catributed to the project by 55
individuals. These includepeople new to digging awell as a number wh have been
excavating on other Aden project and other archaeological projects in the area.

12 <hool classes took part in the project imding feeder primaries to Mintlaw and
Peterhead, Dyce Primary and AnRdchie as well as seconggpupils from ClydebanKigh
Sclool Archaeology Club and Ellon Brownies totalling 304 school pupils in total.

The 12 schoolclassegpredominantly worked onse at the archaealgicaldig site, coupled
with somelearning actiities, worksheetsand findhandlingsessions.

A further breakdown o the volunteer statisticss provided below.
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Peterhead CentraPrimary School

Pitfour Primary School being filmed by Paul from the Media Unit

New Pitsligo PrimgrSchool

Buchanhaven Primary Schaompletingarchaeologyworksheets



