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Introduction 
This report has been produced to provide a summary of the work and activities carried out 
as part of the Mansion House (Site 4) archaeological excavation, as part of the Aden Country 
Park Restoration & Redevelopment and the associated Aden Archaeology Project. These 
projects have been made possible with funding support from the Historic Environment 
Scotland (HES) Archaeological Grant, the National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF) Parks for 
People programme, Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Service and in-kind volunteer 
support from the Friends of Aden Country Park group and additional volunteers.  
 
The archaeological dig of the Mansion House site is being led by the experienced 
archaeologist Ali Cameron of Cameron Archaeology. Ali has led on numerous community-
based archaeological excavations within Aden Country Park and as the commissioned 
archaeologist has extensive knowledge of AdenΩs historic environment.   
 
 

Archaeological Investigations (29th April to 12th May 2019) 
The one archaeological site which we will focus on in this report is at the Mansion House 
(Site 4) located at the following National Grid Reference point illustrated below, in the 
parish of Old Deer and at 40-55m OD.  
 

Archaeological Site National Grid Reference 

Mansion House (Site 4) NJ 98033 47833 

 
 

 

Aden Archaeology Project Site Locations (Contains Ordnance Survey 

data © Crown copyright and database right 2019) 

 
 
 
 



Site 4 ς Mansion House  
 

Background to Research Aims 
The Mansion House is an extremely popular ruined building in Aden Country Park. The 
recent geophysical survey (Rose Geophysical Consultants) around the ruin and ground radar 
within it, proved extremely popular with visitors but this building has never been studied 
and is poorly interpreted. The old interpretation board is out of date and is not based on 
archaeological work. 
 
Trenches planned for around and inside the building, a standing building survey and 
historical research planned will help to reinterpret this building. The exterior resistance 
survey suggests that there is another building adjacent, possibly an earlier house which may 
have been the replacement for the Tower House (Site 3) and then the Mansion House was 
built replacing it. The geophysical survey revealed garden features which will be 
investigated.  A research excavation over several seasons would help to interpret the 
building and its associated gardens and landscape.  Geophysical survey suggests that 
features may be well preserved below ground and the possibility of a large number of 
associated finds is great. This will be important for post excavation analysis which will train 
volunteers and for future exhibitions about the site. 
 

Aim 1 - ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ development  
In the light of the excavation, research, and evaluation carried out by Murray Archaeological 
Services Ltd (2. Aden House - Excavation (2 - 15 July 2015)) and geophysical survey by Rose 
Geophysical Consultants (7. Aden (HLF) - Geophysical Survey (20 ς 25 March 2017)), this aim 
will be addressed with a programme of targeted trenches inside and around building over a 
three-year period, to maximise the research, volunteer and public engagement. The exterior 
resistance survey suggests that there is another building adjacent, possibly an earlier house 
which may have been the replacement for the Tower House (Site 3) and then the Mansion 
House was built replacing it. Trenches are designed to both locate the site of the other 
building, along with garden featureǎΣ ŀƴŘ ΨƎǊƻǳƴŘ-ǘǊǳǘƘΩ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 
excavation evaluation and geophysical survey. 
 

Aim 2 ς Understand the sƛǘŜΩǎ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ 
This aim will be achieved with an assessment of the samples as defined and recovered in 
Aim 1, using appropriate archaeological techniques to establish preservation and 
significance. 
 

Aim 3 ς Making recommendations, analysis, publication and interpretation 
This aim will require all data from Aims 1 and 2 to be collated, with an integrated analysis of 
the archaeological resource at Aden Country Park, making recommendations to conserve, 
enhance, manage, maintain and interpret the historic significance of the site. Indeed, once 
post excavation has been complete at this, and the other archaeological sites, we will use 
the findings to help develop an historic environment timeline which will be used to develop 
interpretation on a new Aden Country Park website, microsite, smartphone app, signage, 
leaflet, interpretation centre, and heritage trail. 
 



Background Research - Historical Images 
Prior to the planned archaeological dig at the Mansion House (Site 4) background research 
was carried out and the following images of the Mansion House were discovered. The 
photographs and postcards shown show signs of the garden design and original structure of 
the Mansion House.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 



A first edition Ordnance Survey map also shows the garden features which we hope to 
discover through the archaeological dig. 

 

 
First Edition OS map showing garden layout (copyright National Library of Scotland) 

 
 

 
Interpretation board within Aden Mansion House showing room names 



Geophysic Resistivity Survey Results 
Using the geophysics resistivity survey carried out by Rose Geophysical Consultants as a 
guide the simplified map shows the positions of the proposed trenches to be carried out 
during the two week dig.   
 

 
Resistivity survey results, Rose Geophysical Consultants 

 
 

 
Interpretation of resistivity survey results, Rose Geophysical Consultants with proposed 

trenches 
 
 

 
 



Marketing & Promotion ς Before Excavation 
In advance of the archaeological excavation, a variety of techniques were adopted to help 
promote volunteering opportunities through social media, press releases, posters and fliers. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Signage 
Along with the listed marketing and promotion of the dig and opportunities to get involved, 
boards were also put around the park to both direct and inform visitors of what was being 
planned and when. 
 

  
 
 
 



Capturing the Archaeological Dig 
For the purposes of this report, and for future evaluation and interpretation, we have 
included a range of images to help illustrate the lifespan and process undertaken at the 
Mansion House dig in Aden Country Park.   
 

  
Archaeological dig begins with turf removal by 
Landscape Services colleagues  
 

Heather, Derek and Justine volunteering to help 
remove turf in preperation for dig 

  
Turf removed from biggest trench Volunteers taking a well earned break 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Volunteers removing earth from main trench 

 

 
Peterhead Central Primary School getting stuck in  

 

  
View from the Mansion House onto trench Volunteer discovers Concrete fountain 



 
New Pitsligo Primary School busy at work 

 

 
Fountain segment will allow us to calculate the circumference prominent garden feature   

 

 
Work continues at what is believed to be a tunnel or drain from the Mansion House 



  
Volunteers helping to uncover the possible tunnel or drain 

 

 
A busy day on site with one of the twelve school classes who attended the dig 

 

 
One of the large capping stones removed shows the extent of the possible tunnel or drain 



 
Volunteers set to work clearing entrance to possible tunnel or drain 

 

 
First look inside the possible tunnel or drain 

 

 
2nd trench shows how the now thought to be drain, connects and veers off from the Mansion House 



 
Further trenches were put in around the Mansion House 

 

 
Similarly a range of further trenches were put in to try and discover further garden features 

 

 
One of our four legged volunteers keen to help out 

 

 
 
 



Finds from Dig 
A selection of finds were discovered throughout the dig, along with the garden fountain and 
substantial Mansion House drain, a wide variety of finds were discovered. These included 
coins, pottery, glass, tiles, hot water bottle, bullet shells and evidence of the workings of a 
big estate house. A selection of images show some of the finds. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
Two of our happy volunteers 

 

 
Ellon Brownies assisting with the backfilling after a morning digging 

 

 
The big trench backfilled 



Schools Engagement 
The excavation took place from 29 April-12 May 2019 with a total of 15 professional, 115 
skilled and 77 unskilled person days (total 207 person days) contributed to the project by 55 
individuals. These included people new to digging as well as a number who have been 
excavating on other Aden project and other archaeological projects in the area. 
 
12 school classes took part in the project including feeder primaries to Mintlaw and 
Peterhead, Dyce Primary and Anna Ritchie as well as secondary pupils from Clydebank High 
School Archaeology Club and Ellon Brownies totalling 304 school pupils in total. 
 
The 12 school classes predominantly worked onsite at the archaeological dig site, coupled 
with some learning activities, worksheets and find handling sessions. 
 
A further breakdown on the volunteer statistics is provided below. 
 

 
Auchnagatt Primary School setting to work on the dig 

 

 
Buchanhaven Primary School sieving for finds 



 
Peterhead Central Primary School 

 

 
Pitfour Primary School being filmed by Paul from the Media Unit 

 

 
New Pitsligo Primary School 

 

 
Buchanhaven Primary School completing archaeology worksheets 


